The unexpected consequences of a noisy environment.
A recent study found that the functional organization of auditory cortex was disrupted when rats were exposed to a moderate level of continuous noise during early development. However, this detrimental effect on auditory cortex could be remedied later by stimulating the noise-reared rats with structured sounds. These findings suggest that the endpoint of the "critical period" could be extended well into adult life, which has significant implications for our understanding of cortical plasticity.